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2005 BILL

AN Act Alating to: powers and duties of part-time court commissioners.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law confers upon a part—time or full-time court commissioner many
of the same powers and duties of a judge in a criminal case, such as the power to issue
a summons or conduct an initial appearance, but only a full-time court commissioner
may conduct the preliminary examination and arraignment and, with the consent
of both the state and the defendant, accept a guilty plea. This bill allows a part-time
court commissioner to conduct the preliminary examination and arraignment and
accept a guilty plea.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: 5%

SECTION 1. 757.69 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

757.69 (1) (b) In criminal matters issue summonses, arrest warrants or search
warrants, determine probable cause to support a warrantless arrest, conduct initial
appearances of persons arrested, set bail, inform the defendant in accordance with

s. 970.02 (1), and refer the person to the authority for indigency determinations
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BILL SECTION 1

specified under s. 977.07 (1)—A-cireuit-court-commissioner-employed-on-a-full-time
basis-may, conduct the preliminary examination and arraignment, and, with the
consent of both the state and the defendant, accept a guilty plea. If a court refers a
disputed restitution issue under s. 973.20 (13) (¢) 4., the circuit court commissioner

shall conduct the hearing on the matter in accordance with s. 973.20 (13) (c) 4.

History: 1977 c. 323, 449; 1979 ¢. 32; 1979 ¢. 89; 1979 ¢. 209 5. 4; 1979 ¢. 352, 356; 1983 a. 279; 1985 a. 126, 202, 234, 332; 1987 a. 3, 27, 71, 378, 398; 1989 a. 7, 12,
31, 246; Sup. Ct. Order, 158 Wis. 2d xxv (1990); 1991 a. 39, 269; 1993 a. 318, 451, 481; 1995 a. 77, 1997 a. 191, 192, 292; 1999 a. 32; 2001 a. 16; 2001 a. 61 ss. 93 to 109, 173,
175, 177, 180; 2001 a. 105.

(END)
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2005 BILL

AN ACT to amend 757.69 (1) (b) of the statutes; relating to: powers and duties

of part—time court commissioners.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law confers upon a part—time or full-time court commissioner many
of the same powers and duties of a judge in a criminal case, such as the power to issue
a summons or conduct an initial appearance, but only a full-time court commissioner
may conduct the preliminary examination and arraignment and, with the consent
of both the state and the defendant, accept a guilty plea. This bill allows a part—time
court commissioner to conduct the preliminary examination and arraignment and
accept a guilty plea.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 757.69 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
757.69 (1) (b) In criminal matters issue summonses, arrest warrants or search
warrants, determine probable cause to support a warrantless arrest, conduct initial

appearances of persons arrested, set bail, inform the defendant in accordance with
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s. 970.02 (1), and refer the person to the authority for indigency determinations
specified under s. 977.07 (1)—A-ecireuit-court-commissioner-employed-on-a full-time
basis-may, conduct the preliminary examination and arraignment, and, with the
consent of both the state and the defendant, accept a guilty plea. If a court refers a
disputed restitution issue under s. 973.20 (13) (¢) 4., the circuit court commissioner
shall conduct the hearing on the matter in accordance with s. 973.20 (13) (c) 4.

(END)



